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Message 

 
I am very happy to know that the team of S.S. masters of our school has prepared a 

booklet on English for the students of 10th class in the leadership of Mr. Vijay Gupta. The 

booklet before me is the result of inspiration and perspiration. This task clearly shows the 

dedication, devotion and honesty of the teachers towards their profession. They, really, have 

contributed a lot to uplift the standard of education by doing this kind of work. It is, no 

doubt, a highly commendable achievement. 

My compliments to the team for their commendable effort and my best wishes to them in all 

their future endeavours! 

  

 
Waryam Chand 
Headmaster 
Govt. Model Sec. School  
Arni Wala S.S. 
October, 2008
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!!  To Dear Students  !! 

 

                                                  
 
 We are very glad to hand over this booklet to you. This booklet is prepared keeping in 

mind of your special requirements so that you may achieve your goal by reading this booklet. 

The language used in this booklet is so simple that you can grasp everything very easily. 

 We assure you if you learn the material given in this booklet by heart; you may get 

marks as much as you want at least.  So don't be lazy. Time is no more. It is still much to be 

done. Awake, arise and work hard until you achieve your goal. 

 We hope that you will study whole heartedly and get good marks in the final 

examination. 

 Your comments and suggestions will always be welcomed to improve the booklet 

further. 

Wishing you always all the best! 

 

Vijay Gupta, S.S. Master 

Govt. Senior Sec. School 

Arni Wala S. S. 
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Syllabus - First Semester 
1.   Reading Skills 

Comprehension of Unseen Passages 

(Prose/Poetry) 

2   English Main Course Book 

L-1  The Happy Prince 

L-2  Where is Science Taking Us? 

L-3  Secret of Happiness. 

L-4  A Gift for Christmas 

L-5  The War of Troy. 

3   Supplementary Reader 

L-1  A Vine on a House 

L-2  Bed Number -29 

L-3  Half A Rupee Worth 

L-4  One Thousand Dollars 

4   Poems 

P-1  Sweet are the Uses of Adversity 

P-2  Character of a Happy Man 

P-3  Death the Leveller 

5   Vocabulary 

1  Pairs of words generally confused 

2  Idioms 

6   Grammar 

1  Use of determiners, prepositions, modals 

2  Use and kinds of non-finites 

3  Voice 

4  Use of Tenses 

7   Writing Skills 

1.  Personal Letters, Business, official 

2.  Notice and Note making 
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Noble Thoughts 

1. The tree does not withdraw its shade from the woodcutter. So don’t hate your enemies. 

Instead serve them. They will realize your worth one day. 

2. If you keep waiting for the right time, you may never begin. Begin from where you are with 

what you are and with what you have. 

3. Every bad situation will have something +ive even a stopped clock shows correct time twice 

a day. Think of this and lead your life with positive attitude. 

4. Life is an echo; all comes back, the good, the bad, the false and the true… So give the world 

the best u have n the best will come back to u. 

5. It’s true that every effort is not converted into success. But it’s equally true that success does 

not come without effort.  
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Short Answer type questions (15-20 words) 
Lesson 1 (The Happy Prince) 

1  How was the statue decorated? 

The statue was decorated with thin leaves of fine gold. He had two bright sapphires for his 

eyes. There was a large red ruby on his sword-hilt. 

2  Why was the happy prince crying? 

The statue of the happy prince had set up so high that he could see the ugliness and all the 

misery of the city. Although his heart was made of lead, he could not choose but weep. 

3  Describe the seamstress in the words of the prince. 

Her face was thin and worn. She had coarse and red hands. They were all pricked by the 

needle. She was embroidering flowers on a satin gown. 

4  How did they both help the seamstress? 

The happy prince requested the swallow to pick out the ruby from his sword and give it to the 

seamstress. The swallow did the same. In this way, they both helped the seamstress. 

5  Why was the match girl crying? 

The match girl was crying because her matches had fallen into the gutter. They were all 

spoiled. She feared that her father would beat her if she did not bring home some money. 

6  The swallow said to the prince, “I will stay with you always”. Why? 

The prince had two bright sapphires for his eyes. But he gave away both the sapphires to 

the playwright and the match girl. Now he was totally blind. The swallow, therefore, decided 

to stay with the prince always. 

7  Why was the statue of the happy prince pulled down? 

The statue of the happy prince had lost all its gold, ruby and sapphires. Now it looked very 

shabby and there was a dead bird at his feet. So, it was pulled down. 

Lesson – 2 (where is science taking us?) 
1  Why does the author say that science is doing less than nothing? 

As far as ethical and spiritual values are concerned, science has done nothing. It creates 

many ethical problems, but does not offer any solutions. So, it is actually doing less than 

nothing. 

2  What are machines doing for the humans? 

This is the age of machine. Machines are everywhere-in the fields, in the factory, in the 

home, in the street, in the city. They are doing work for the man. Machines have given 

humans abnormal power. They are helping us in every field. 

3  Which is the greatest triumph of science? 

Science has provided food and clothing and shelter for the population of the world. This is 

one of the greatest triumphs of science. Machines have made our life easy. 
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4  What are the consequences of war? 

As a result of war, we would have no food to eat. Many people have to starve due to war. 

War also causes destruction of life and property everywhere. An epidemic would break out 

there. 

5  What has happened to the ethics and morals in the modern world? 

In this modern age, everybody is running after material things. But nobody cares for ethics 

and moral values. As a result of this, ethics and morals have been thrown to the winds. 

6  What is really needed in the world today? 

A small advance in charity, in understanding, forbearance, tolerance, justice and mercy is 

needed in the world today. These are really being waited for. 

Lesson - 3 (Secret of Happiness) 
1  What is the greatest day in any individual’s life? 

The greatest day in any individual’s life is when he starts to realize himself and use his inner 

powers for the first time. 

2  What enthralled the student in Psychology class? 

The student was always unsuccessful in his studies. One day, he was impressed greatly 

when the professor described in the class that people failed because they did not learn to 

control and consolidate their powers. This enthralled him much. 

3  How can weak personalities become strong? 

Every man has a great source of unused power. But the average man uses only twenty 

percent of his brain power. The author says that if we increase that power by fifty percent, 

we can succeed in our life. It will transfer us into a man of strength. 

4  What did the author find when he flung open the door? 

When he flung open the door, he was surprised to see that there was only a little chipmunk 

jumping off into the darkness. He felt ashamed of himself. 

5  How can one have a real escape from fear? 

One should have a full faith in the fact that he is not alone. God is always with him and cares 

for him. He will bring you through all difficulties. In this way, one can have a real escape from 

fear. 

6  What was the priceless secret discovered by Mr. Kagawa? 

Mr. Kagawa gave his priceless secret by saying that God is always with you and cares for 

you. So, one should immerse himself in the grace of God. Then you will enter into a 

profound calm that nothing can destroy. You will have total peace of mind. Confidence, not 

fear, will be yours forever. 

Lesson – 4 (A Gift for Christmas) 
1  Why was Della crying? 

Della loved her husband, Jim, very much. She wanted to buy a Christmas gift for him. But 

she had no much money. So she was crying. 
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2  Describe the poverty of her house? 

There were signs of poverty everywhere in her house. The income of her husband was only 

20 dollars per week. So, it was very difficult for them to make both ends meet. 

3  How did Della manage to buy the gift? 

Della wanted to buy a Christmas gift for her husband. But she had no much money. She had 

long beautiful hair. She decided to sell it to buy the gift. In this way, she managed to buy the 

gift. 

4  How did Jim manage to bring the present for her? 

Jim had a beautiful gold watch. He sold his gold watch to buy a beautiful set of combs for his 

darling. 

Lesson – 5 (A War of Troy) 
1  Who was not invited to the wedding feast? 

All gods and goddesses were invited to the wedding feast. Eris, the goddess of discord, was 

somehow left out 

2  How did Eris react when she learnt that she had not been invited? 

When she learnt that she had not been invited to the wedding feast, she got enraged at this 

insult. She decided to take revenge. 

3  What Eris do to take her revenge? 

She threw a golden apple among the guests. It bore the words: 'meant for the fairest'. This 

apple was claimed by three of the goddesses present there. They were all proud of their 

beauty. They soon started quarreling bitterly over it. 

4  What rewards did the three goddesses promise Paris? 

Hera promised Paris power and riches. Athene said she would bring him glory and fame. 

Aphrodite vowed that she would give him the most beautiful woman in the world as his wife. 

5  Why was the Paris brought up in obscurity? 

Paris was the son of Priam, the king of Troy. He was brought up in obscurity because there 

was curse on him that he would one day bring ruin to the city. 

6  What was the prophecy about Achilles? 

Before Achilles was born, a prophecy had told his mother that he would die young. 

7  How did Achilles die? 

Paris shot a poisoned arrow at Achilles. The gods guided the arrow to his heel. Thus, 

Achilles died from the wound. 

8  How was Hector killed? 

Achilles killed Hector with a thrust of his spear. The Trojans suffered a serious setback after 

his death. 
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Main Course Book 
Long answer type Questions (30-50 words) 

 

Lesson 1 (The Happy Prince) 

1.  Comment on the remark - 'The living always think that gold can make them happy'. 

It is a common saying that money makes the mare go. The living beings need money or gold 

to fulfill their basic needs. They need food, clothes and houses to live in. If they have money 

or gold, they will lead a happy life. On the other hand, those who have no money or gold 

lead a miserable life as shown in the story. The seamstress, the match girl and the poor 

playwright need gold to lead their life happy. The Happy Prince gives away all his gold to 

make them happy. That is why the living always think that gold can make their life happy. 

2.  Write a short-note on the sufferings of the poor people in the city. 

The life of the poor people in the city was very miserable. The poor seamstress had nothing 

to give her son who was ill. The playwright wanted to finish a play but it was too cold to write 

any more. And he was so poor that he could not buy firewood and food to keep himself 

warm. A little match girl was crying because her matches had fallen in the gutter. Her father 

would beat her if she did not bring home some money. The Happy Prince could not help 

weeping to see all these sufferings. He gave away all his gold to make them happy. 

3.  What is the message conveyed by the author? 

The message conveyed by the author in this story is quite noble. He tells us that one should 

be ready to serve the poor and the needy. Real happiness comes from serving them. God 

blesses those who help them. The examples of the Happy Prince and the swallow prove this 

point clearly. The Happy Prince gives away all his gold to help the poor and the needy and 

the swallow dies for this noble cause. God blessed them also. In short, the author tries to 

develop the spirit of sacrifice. 

Lesson 2 (Where the Science is taking us?) 

1.  What should be the ultimate aim of science? 

The ultimate aim of science must be the understanding of everything that makes life 

worthwhile. It should be the enrichment of all that life means. A slight advance in charity, 

understanding, forbearance, tolerance, justice and mercy can make life worthwhile. To 

increase the capacity and reasoning power of the human brain should be the aim of science. 

It should make this world a heaven on earth. The author hopes in the end that man will one 

day have sufficient reason and understanding to abolish war. 

Lesson 3 (Secret of Happiness) 
1.  Describe, in your own words, how the professor changed the total attitude of the student. 

The student was always unsuccessful in his studies. One day, he was impressed greatly 

when the professor described in the class that people failed because they did not learn to 

control and consolidate their powers. He gave the example of a burning glass. Now the 
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student understood the cause of his own failure. His self realization changed him from a 

failure to a potential success. 

2.  Write a small paragraph on, 'The proper use of Human Energy'. 

William James, a great psychologist, said that people used only a small part of the powers 

which they had. Another scientist said that the average man used but twenty percent of his 

brain power while he had a great source of unused power. The author says that if we 

increase that power by fifty percent, we can succeed in our life. It will transfer us into a man 

of strength. Then, we will be able to meet and master all circumstances and can attain the 

secret of peace and poise. 

3.  Relate the incident of North Woods in your own words: 

The author said that once he was all alone in his cabin in the North Woods. The night was 

very dark. Suddenly, he heard some noises on the porch. He was frightened badly. He 

thought he was surrounded by the gangsters with machine guns and pistols. He did not want 

to die. When he flung open the door, he was surprised to see that there was only a little 

chipmunk jumping off into the darkness. He felt ashamed of himself. 

4.  Write, in brief, the message given by Mr. Kagawa. 

Mr. Kagawa was a great Japanese preacher and social worker. He had a remarkable sense 

of peace and poise. He had a great inner strength and confidence. He gave his message by 

saying that one should immerse himself in the grace of God. One should have a full faith in 

the fact that he is not alone. God is always with him and cares for him. He will bring you 

through all difficulties. Then you will enter into a profound calm that nothing can destroy. You 

will have total peace of mind. Confidence, not fear, will be yours forever. 

Lesson 4 (A Gift for Christmas) 
1.  Describe the incident of Della’s selling her hair in your own words. 

Della loved her husband, Jim, very much. She wanted to buy a Christmas gift for him. But 

she had no much money. She had long beautiful hair. It looked like a cascade of brown 

waters. She decided to sell it so that she might buy a lovely gift for Jim. She went to a shop 

and sold her hair for twenty dollars. She knew that Jim had a beautiful gold watch. She 

bought a platinum watch chain for her husband. 

2.  Both of them gave each other the gift of rare love. How? Explain. 

Della and Jim loved each other very much. She was proud of being his wife. Both of them 

wanted to give a Christmas present to each other. For that, they sold their most precious 

things which were the dearest to them. Jim sold his gold watch to buy a beautiful set of 

combs for his darling. On the other side, Della sold her beautiful hair to buy a beautiful 

platinum watch chain for her love. Although their gifts proved useless yet they showed how 

deep they loved each other. Thus both of them gave each other the gift of rare love. 
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Lesson 5 (The War of Troy) 

1.  Write a short note on the dispute between the three goddesses. 

This story is based on the famous Greek epic, the Iliad, written by the blind poet, Homer. 

The story goes that when Peleus married Thetis, all gods and goddesses were invited to the 

wedding feast. Eris, the goddess of discord, was somehow left out. She got enraged at this 

insult. She decided to take revenge. She threw a golden apple among the guests. It bore the 

words: 'meant for the fairest'. This apple was claimed by three of the goddesses present 

there. They were all proud of their beauty. They were Athene, Hera and Aphrodite. They 

soon started quarreling bitterly over it. 

2.  Write a short note on the death of Achilles 

Achilles was a brave Greek warrior. The Trojans suffered a serious setback when Hector, 

the son of the king of the Troy, was killed by him. Before Achilles was born, a prophecy had 

told his mother that he would die young. After his birth his mother bathed in the river Styx. Its 

water had magical powers which gave him protection from all wounds and diseased.  

However, it did not touch his heel by which his mother had held him. Paris shot a poisoned 

arrow at Achilles. The gods guided the arrow to his heel. Thus, Achilles died from the wound. 

3.  Write a short note on the trickery of the Greek - soldiers. 

The Greeks lost hope after the death of Achilles. They decided to resort to a trick. They 

pretended to abandon (leave) the siege (a military operation). Some of them sailed to a 

nearby island where they hid in a harbour. Rest of them built a huge wooden horse and hid 

into it. When the Trojans saw no one there, they thought they had won the war. They found 

nothing but the huge wooden horse there. They dragged it into the city of Troy as a sign of 

their victory. At midnight, when all were sleeping, the Greek-soldiers came out of the horse. 

They opened the gates of Troy and let in their companions. They set fire to the city and killed 

the Trojans in their sleep. 

 

Literature Book 
Lesson -1 

A Wine on a House 

1  Who was Robert Harding? Who lived with him? 

Robert Harding was a forty year old man. He was very silent and cold mannered man. He 

was the head of Harding family. His wife Matilda Harding, Miss Julia Went, who was her 

sister and two young children lived with him. 

2  Where had Matilda gone? 

Matilda had gone to visit her mother in Iowa and never came back. 

3  What happened while they were in the house? 

When they were in the house, a long vine that covered half the front of the house began to 

shake violently. 
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4  ‘Both men were startled’. Who were these ‘both men’ and why they were startled? 

Revd Grumber and Attorney Hyatt were startled. They got up from their seats in surprise 

because a long vine that covered half the front of house began to shake violently. 

5  Who suggested that the vine should be dug? What happened then? 

People of neighbourhood suggested that the vine should be dug. And after a good deal of 

debate it was done. After the vine has been dug out, a formation resembling a human figure 

found there. 

6  whose skeleton was it? How do you know? 

It was Mrs. Matilda Harding’s skeleton. We came to know about it as the skeleton also 

lacked left foot. 

Lesson -2 
Bed Number - 29 

1  How did the author lose his eyesight? 

One day the author was going in a busy street in which there was a lot of traffic. Suddenly a 

car hit the author. Thus, the author lost his eyesight in that road accident. 

2  Who did he meet in the hospital ward? Why was he there? 

The author met a person named ‘Naeem’ who was known as twenty nine, the number of his 

bed in the hospital ward. He was also there because he was also blind as that of author. 

3 What happened when the author’s second operation failed? Who consoled him then? 

The author was very disappointed when his second operation failed. He was left with no 

money and he made up his mind to leave the hospital. At that time, it was Naeem who 

consoled him very much. 

4 How did he get the money to get operated the third time? 

One day Naeem asked the author that one of his friends wanted to buy the paintings  made 

by him. Thus he got the enough money to get operated the third time. Again it was Naeem 

who helped him. 

 

5 Why could Naeem not get his treatment done? 

Naeem spent all his money in buying the author’s paintings so that he could have his third 

operation done. Thus he was left with no money and had to leave the hospital. So, he could 

not get his treatment done. 

6 What does the message “The goddess of art smiled on me….. and then it vanished” mean? 

The goddess of art smiled on author when he regained his eyesight and then it vanished 

quickly when the author knew that Naeem had left the hospital because he was left with no 

money for his own treatment. 

Lesson -3 
Half a Rupee Worth 

1  How did Subbiah manage to get rice during the drought? 
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During the drought when the rice did not come in town, he wandered about the countryside 

in search of rice. He filled at least two baskets of rice in his shop and sold them at high price. 

2 Besides selling rice what else did Subbiah do to earn more? 

Besides selling rice, Subbiah lent money to people at huge rate of interest and if they failed 

to pay the amount, he acquired their houses. Thus in this way, he earned a lot of money and 

became more & more rich day by day. 

3 Who came to buy rice one evening when he was about to go home? Did he give rice to him? 

What did he say? 

One evening when he was about to go home, a man came to buy rice for his starving family. 

But Subbiah did not give rice to him. He said that he would give rice to him, only if the 

person he knew agree to sell rice at the price given by that person. 

4 How did Subbiah die? 

Subbiah went to his secret godown to get rice. But the godown was stuffed with rice bags 

from floor to ceiling. Those rice bags fell down on the Subbian suddenly and he died with 

that half rupee coin in his hand. 

Lesson -4 
One Thousand Dollars 

1  Why did Gillian give his money to Miss Hayden? What did he ask her to give him and why? 

Gillian give his money to Miss Hayden because he loved her and wanted to help her. He 

asked her to give him  a  piece  of  paper to write a note. 

2 What had his uncle written in his post-script of his will? 

It was written in the post-script that if Robert had spent the money wisely, he would get 

another $ 5000. Otherwise this amount would go to Miss Hayden. 

3 Why did Gillian not get the rest of the money? Was he sorry for his action? 

Gillian did not get the rest of money because he told lie to the lawyer that he had lost money 

on the races. But he was not sorry for his action at all. Rather he was very happy. 

 

Poetry Section 
1. Sweet Are the Uses of Adversity 

   (William Shakespeare) 

Summary: This poem is an extract from a famous Shakespearean comedy “As You Like 

It”. Banished Duke speaks these words to his lords and other followers. He finds the life in the 

woods much better than life in court. He compares the adversity to a toad that is ugly and 

poisonous, but carries a precious jewel in its head. Similarly, the life in the woods seems hard but it 

has its good points also. The poem conveys the message that an adverse situation may seem ugly 

and unwelcome on the face of it. But such situations are full of new opportunities. One should look 

for goodness in an adverse situation. One should have positive attitude of mind and then one can 

make heaven out of hell. 
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Central Idea: The poem conveys the message that an adverse situation may seem ugly 

and miserable. But, even then, it has its own uses. It is like a poisonous toad which has a jewel in 

his head. In the forest, Duke Senior leads a carefree and happy life. He says that the life in the 

forest is free from the dangers of the court. The wind that blows here is cold and troubles the body. 

Yet it is true and free from flattery. 

Inspiration: The inspiration we get from the poem is that we should not be afraid of 

difficulties and troubles in life. We should have constructive thinking. Our positive attitude proves 

blessings to us in that situation. It makes us strong to face the realities of life. 

 
2. CHARACTER OF A HAPPY MAN 

(Sir Henry Wotton) 

Summary: In this poem, the poet tells us the qualities of a happy man. He says that the 

happy man is he who has lesser cares and ambitions in life. He does not bend himself to another’s 

will. His honesty is his armour and his truth is his skill. He is not slave to his emotions. He is not 

afraid of death. He is jealous of none. He does not hate even the wicked persons. He prays to God 

for his grace not for any gifts from Him. He spends his free time in reading a religious book or in the 

company of a friend. He is free from the hope of rising or the fear of falling. He may not be master of 

land, but he is the master of his own soul. Although he may have nothing, he possesses everything. 

Such a man is always contented or happy. 

Central Idea: The poet wants to tell us that those who have lesser cares and ambitions in 

life are the most contented people. Such people have strong faith in God. Those who are truthful 

and modest and don’t fall a prey to pride and vices are truly happy. 

 

3. DEATH THE LEVELLER 

(James Shirley) 

Summary: in this poem, the poet says that nobody can escape from death. It is omnipotent 

and inevitable. It brings everyone to same level. Mighty kings can control only one another. But 

there is no protection against death. The king and the farmer come to the same level after death. 

Great warriors and soldiers achieve fame and honour after killing their enemies in battle. But they 

are helpless before death. There is end of both the victor and the victim on the bloody altar of death. 

The poet says that we should not boast of our achievements. The worldly things are only 

shadows. Only our noble deeds are remembered after our death. So we must do noble deeds in life. 

Central Idea: The idea conveyed by the poet in this poem is that death is a great leveller. It 
does not have any prejudice for or against a king or a farmer, the mighty or the week and the rich or 

the poor. All bow before the power of death. So, man should not be proud of his great deeds. 
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Govt. Senior Secondary School Arni Wala S. S. 

Class Test - 10th English 

Name ____________       Pairs of words    M.M. 30 

 

1. Can you ________ this stick.    (brake, break) 

2. All ________ her friend joined the party.   (accept, except) 

3. He is __________ in drawing.    (adept, adopt) 

4. ________ of everything is bad.   (excess, access) 

5. She was released on ___________ .   (bale, bail) 

6. The first ______ of Panipat was fought in 1526. (battle, war) 

7. The first world _____ was started in 1914.  (battle, war) 

8. what a lovely ____________ !   (site, sight) 

9. Giving of dowry is not a good ________.  (habit, custom) 

10. The doctor gave him a ______ of medicine.  (doze, dose) 

11. Who __________ telephone?    (invented, discovered) 

12. Jaundice is a common _____________.  (disease, decease) 

13. I saw a ___________ boat.    (drowning, sinking) 

14. Surinder writes his _________ daily.   (dairy, diary) 

15. Her _________ is very charming.   (gait, gate) 

16. You must have some _____ in your life.  (gaol, goal) 

17. Let's try to solve this __________ problem.  (naughty, knotty) 

18. Is there any __________ for me today.  (mail, male) 

19. Will you ________ me?    (marry, merry) 

20. Keep ___________ please.    (quite, quiet) 

21. The _________ never dies.    (sole, soul) 

22. The Sun is _________________.   (stationary, stationery) 

23. He narrated his sad __________.   (tale, tail) 

24. Don't ________ your time.    (waste, waist) 

25. He went for a walk in the _________.  (woods, wood) 

26. Please ________ here for some time.   (wait, weight) 

27. _________ out the damp clothes.   (ring, wring) 

28. Do not _______ in the class.    (dose, doze) 

29. He always ________ good clothes.   (wares, wears) 

30. Never lose your ____________.   (temper, tamper) 
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Govt. Senior Secondary School Arni Wala S. S. 

Class Test - 10th English 
Name ____________               Grammar in use    M.M. 10 
 
Idioms :- 

1 simple and pure water :- 

a) An eye wash b) above board c) Adam’s ale  d) at par 

2 apple of one’s eye :- 

a) Rated low  b) all powerful  c) very easy  d) valuable thing 

3 by leaps and bounds:- 

a) to prove superior b) at a great speed c) in detail  d) at a low speed 

4 an absurd tale :- 

a) cry wolf  b) a cock and bull story c) crocodile tears d) a clean slate 

5 to come to nothing:- 

a) to end in smoke b) to lose face  c) to give ear  d) to bribe 

6 to grease the palm:- 

a) to be destroyed b) to make progress c) to bribe  d) to blame 

7 die by inches:- 

a) die peacefully b) die a slow death c) die happily  d) die in an accident 

8 A Herculean task:- 

a) Very easy work b) work requiring less effort c) work requiring great effort 

9 to cry over the spilt milk:- 

a) Useless regrets b) useful regrets c) to feel sorry  c) to feel joy 

10 to run off:- 

a) to take to one’s heels b) to free c) to become hopeful d) to hurry 

11 ill and ease:- 

a) Comfortable b) uncomfortable c) rigid   d) completely 

12 to suppress:- 
a) to take heart  b) to keep an eye on c) to hush up  d) to seize 
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Govt. Senior Secondary School Arni Wala S. S.  
Revision Test Series for Class 10th 

Name ___________________ Roll No. ________   M.M. 35 

Fill in the blanks with suitable Determiners:  

1. Mr. Sharma went to bazaar and bought ________ honey from __________ shop. _________ 

shopkeeper gave him the honey.  

2. In my last summer vacation I went to _________ historical place. It was _______ very beautiful 

place. ___________ of the members of my family went along with me.  

3. Our class teacher organinzed ______________ birthday party at her home. Only ___________ 

girls were present in ___________ party.  

4. Chandigarh is ___________ capital of Punjab. It is ___________ favourite city. I have visited this 

city _____________ times.  

5. I have ______________ friend who looks as stupid as ____________ owl. I tried to bring 

________ to senses many times but she is a hard nut to crack.  

6. _________ poor peasant went off early in ____________ morning to plough. He lost 

___________ piece of bread.  

7. My grandmother was _________ old lady. ___________ parents left me with _______________. 

8. Rosie sat on _____________ bench in __________ garden. She was dressed in ______________ 

eye- catching attire.  

9. Ram opened ___________ bag and spread out _____________ articles. His eyes had 

___________ searching look for customers.  

10. India is ______________ country. We are proud of _________________ rich heritage. There are 

__________________ languages spoken in our country.  

Fill in the blanks with suitable Modals:  

11. This ______________ be a Satyajit Ray film. (may/might) (not very sure)  

12. It ______________ rain today. (can/may) (greater possibility)  

13. I ______________ like to have a cup of tea. (will/would) (wish)  

14. How ___________ you do it. (dare/need) (challenge)  

15. It __________ rain today. (may/might) (less uncertain) 
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Govt. Senior Secondary School Arni Wala S. S.  

Revision Test Series for Class 10th 

Name ___________________ Roll No. ________   M.M. 45 

Fill in the blanks with suitable Prepositions:  

1. The dowry system degenerated ________ an evil custom. It bacame necessary ______ the parents 

________ girls to give a good dowry to their daughters.  

2. Cricket is a game known __________ its wonderful glories. It is popular ___________ men and 

women ___________ all ages.  

3. In modern times, books are being published _________ very large numbers _________ all 

subjects under the sun. It is not possible _________ a man to read all of them.  

4. It is _______ the very nature ______ adversity to bring out the best __________ man. 5. Mr. 

Blacksmith is known _______ me. Once we met ________ a garden. __________ there, he took me 

to his apartment.  

6. Life is not a bed ________ roses but a bed _______ thorns. Those who understand the reality 

________ life are winners.  

7. Translation is an art. Good translation is the result _________ practice and patience. It requires the 

skill to translate words and ideas _______ one language ________ another.  

8. Positve thoughts are the wings _______ success. One should always look _________ the positve 

side __________ life.  

9. First and foremost _________ the blessings of civilization are order and safety. We should not 

quarrel _________ each other. In disputes ___________ man and man, right has taken the place of 

might.  

10. Dreams have been the topic ______ discussion ________ men ___________ centuries. 11. The 

secret ________ a successful marriage is how we understand and believe each other. Those who 

involve themselves __________ litigations are far _________ understanding the true meaning of 

marriage.  

12. Paul ’s family led a life ________ tension and anxiety. It was because the family always tried to 

keep _________ a high standard ___________ living.  

13. We belong ___________ a country which is known _________ its traditions and cultures. Ours 

is a country ______________ Buddha.  

14. Once there lived a hermit ____________ a forest. He was very kind _________ others. He lived 

a life away ______________ wordly pleasures.  

15. The position and status of women __________ society has been changing ___________ time 

____________ time.  
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Govt. Senior Secondary School Arni Wala S. S.  
Revision Test Series for Class 10th   

Name ___________________ Roll No. ________ M.M. 25 

Fill in the blanks with suitable Modals :  

1. You _______________________ do as you are told. (shall / should)  

2. Walk carefully lest you ___________________ sprain your foot. (may / should)  

3. _____________________ you finish your work in two hours? (can / may)  

4. None ___________________ question the ways of God. (can / could)  

5. It __________________________ rain today. (may / might) (very little possibility)  

6. I ______________________________ not come yesterday since I was too busy. (would / could) 

7. You __________________________ not see him, just write a letter. (need / dare)  

8. _____________________ you like to take coffee? (can / would)  

9. You ____________________________ attend the evening class. (must / will) (greater possibility) 

10. Mohan Kanshla _________________ rather die than beg. (will / would) (to express a preference) 

11. You _________________ reach there in time. (must / should) (order in a more determined sense) 

12. We __________________________ not waste our precious time. (should / must) (more forceful) 

13. Harpreet __________________________ speak English fluently. (can / would) (showing ability) 

14. _____________________ I take your leave? (can / may) (asking permission)  

15. He ____________________________ help you if you ask him. (will / shall)  

16. _________________________________ that I were a king! (would / could)  

17. You _______________________________ be in the school by 9 o ’clock. (should / must) (order) 

18. Your headache ______________ also be due to some other problem. (can / could) (not very sure) 

19. I am sure he ____________________ be cured. (can / may) (very sure)  

20. It ___________________________ be Shekhar. (can / may) (not very sure)  

21. Kuldeep __________________________ work hard daily. (must / should) (less determination) 

22. It wishes were horses, beggars ___________________________________ ride. (will / would) 

23. ___________________________________ I take her out, mother? (can / could) (more polite) 

24. ___________________________ I come in sir? (may / can) (more formal)  

25. We ______________________________ serve our country. (ought to / should) (not to forceful) 
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Pre – Board Examination Revision Test 

 (Grammar)    25 Marks 

Change the voice: 

1. Who teaches you English? _____________________________________________ 

2. Why did you abuse me? _____________________________________________ 

3. May I smoke? _________________________________________________________ 

4. Duty must be done. _____________________________________________________ 

5. It is time to call in the doctor. _____________________________________________ 

6. They were forced to listen. _______________________________________________ 

7. You have to do it. ______________________________________________________ 

8. Learn it by heart. _______________________________________________________ 

9. Honey tastes sweet. _____________________________________________________ 

10. He did not allow her to sit. _______________________________________________ 

11. You must speak the truth. _____________________________________________ 

12. It is time to say goodbye. _____________________________________________ 

13. I know him very well. ___________________________________________________ 

14. Why did you abuse me? _____________________________________________ 

15. Let her sing a song. ___________________________________________________ 
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10th Pre – Board Examination Revision Test 

      Section – E 

a) You are Malkeet Singh the secretary, Help All Club of the Navodaya Vidyalya, Kashmiri 

Gate, Delhi. Prepare a  notice for the school students to help the victims of Kashmir 

earthquake with money, medicine, food and clothes. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

NOTICE 

______________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________Club of the school wants to organize a relief camp for the _________ 

______________________________. Thousands of buildings have been destroyed and many people  

ruined. An epidemic may broke out. 

Kindly come forward and donate money, ______________________________________________ . 

_____________ 

________________________ 

_____________________ 

 

 

Balwinder Kaur is a student of class X in Govt. Adarsh Sen. Sec. School Fazilka. She has lost her 

pen during the lunch break. Draft a notice for the School Notice Board.
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_______________________________________________________________________ 

NOTICE 

______________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________ has been _________ during the ______________ in the school.  

The pen has a ___________________ and a __________________ body. Anyone who finds it  

should deposit it to the __________________ boy. The finder will be suitable _____________. 

_____________ 

________________________ 

_____________________ 
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Class-X 

SECOND SEMESTER SYALLABUS 
English 

1   Reading Skills 
Comprehension of Unseen Passages (Prose/Poetry) 

2   English Main Course Book 
L-6  Some Glimpses of Ancient Indian Thought and Practices 
L-7  Home Coming 
L-8  The Making of the Earth 
L-9  The Rule of the Road 
L-10  The Merchant of Venice 
L-11  The Grief 
L-12  Fathers and Sons 

3   Supplementary Reader 
L-5  The Dying Detective 
L-6  The Stolen Bacillus 
L-7  How Much Land Does a Man Need 
L-8  Return to Air 
L-9  Terry's Tree 
L-10  The Unexpected 

4   Poems 
P-4  The Tables Turned 
P-5  A Ballad of Sir Pertab Singh 
P-6  Razia the Tigress 
P-7  Where the Mind is Without Fear 

5   Vocabulary 
1  One word for many 
2  Common errors 

6   Grammar 
1  Sentence Connectors 
2  Simple, Complex and Compound Sentences 
3  Reported Speech 
4  Punctuation 

7   Writing skills 
1  Paragraphs 
2  Message or Advertisement 
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ਚੰਗੇ ਿਵਚਾਰ 

1. Once all villagers decided to pray for rain. On the day of prayer all people all people gathered 

and only one boy came with umbrella. That was his confidence. 

2. 'Delay' is the enemy of efficiency. 'Waiting' is the enemy of utilization. So, don't delay 

anything and don't wait for anything. 

3. Luck is not in your hands but work is in your hands. Your work can make luck but luck can't 

make your work. So always trust yourself more than your luck. 

4. In the book of life, the page yesterday – is over. Future is blank and today is being written. So 

write the best you can because on this book eraser does not work. 

5. If the first button of a shirt is wrongly put all the rest are surely crooked. So always be careful 

on your first step. Rest will come correct. 
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Lesson – 6 
(Some Glimpses of Ancient Indian Thought and Practices) 

1  What caused desperation to the gods? 

Once there was a fight between the demons and the gods. The demons were having an 

upper hand. This caused desperation to the gods. 

2  Who did the gods go to in desperation? 

In desperation, the gods went to Lord Vishnu. They wanted to know how they could defeat 

the demons. 

3  What did the Lord advise them? 

The Lord advised them to get a mighty sword prepared from the bones of some great saint. 

Only then, they could defeat the demons. 

4  What was the sacrifice of saint Dadhichi? 

Dadhichi took no time in laying down his life so that his bones could be made into an 

invincible weapon. This was the rarest of rare examples of great sacrifice. 

5  What is real spirit behind the yajnas performed in our homes? 

Detachment, to sacrifice and to give away in charity was the real spirit behind the yajnas 

performed in our homes. 

6  What does the tradition of feeding birds and animals prove? 

The noble tradition of feeding birds and animals prove the fact that the people of the country 

consider the entire universe as a family. 

7  Why did some scholars laugh at Ashtavakara? 

Some scholars laughed at Ashtavakara because he had a deformed body. So, they thought 

how such kind of person could discuss high philosophy. 

8  How did Ashtavakara react? 

He became very angry. He called the people present in the assembly skinners. This put the 

entire assembly to shame. Colours of the skin or shape of the body can never be a measure 

of intelligence or status in our country. 

9  What did Vivekananda say to the lady who laughed at his simple dress? 

Vivekananda told the lady that it was the tailor who made a man in her country; but in India, 

it was the character of a person that made him or her great. 

10  What was the status of women in the ancient India? 

Woman was highly respected in ancient India, She was highly considered a devi, a kanjak 

and the mother of mankind. She was considered the inseparable but equal wheel of the 

chariot of life. No function was considered to be hold without her presence. 

11  Why did Shivaji bow his head before the woman who was brought to him as a gift? 

Woman was highly considered a devi, a kanjak and the mother of mankind in ancient India. 

Shivaji, therefore, called that lady mother and bowed his head before her. 
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12  Why, according to you, were the wars fought in the Mahabharata and Ramayana sacred? 

No doubt, the wars fought in the Mahabharata and Ramayana were sacred because they 

were fought for defending and upholding the honour of women. 

13  What does Lord Rama’s meeting with a Bheel woman and eating the tasted berries show? 

This meeting shows the fact that there was never any discrimination on the basis of caste, 

creed or profession of a person in ancient India. How great my India is! 

Lesson – 7 (Home Coming) 

1  Who was Phatik? 

Phatik was a young boy of fourteen. He was the ring leader amongst the boys of the village. 

He was fond of playing tricks on others. He was very naughty. 

2  What was Phatik's new manoeuver? 

His new manoeuver was to roll the log and Makhan over together. It was the production of 

his fertile brain. He ordered his friends to do the same. As soon as they rolled the log, 

Makhan fell down on the ground and felt insulted. 

3  Why did Phatik beat Makhan even in the presence of his mother? 

Makhan told a lie to his mother that Phatik had beaten him again. Phatik could not bear this 

injustice. He, therefore, rushed at Makhan to beat him even in the presence of his mother. 

4  Why did Phatik's mother want to send him away to her brother's house? 

His mother considered him lazy, disobedient and wild. She did not like his ways. So she sent 

him Calcutta with his uncle so that he might study there with his children. 

5  How was Phatik received by his aunt? 

Phatik’s aunt was not happy to see him. She became very upset at coming of Phatik. She 

was very cruel to him. She called him a clumsy and country lout. His cousins also laughed at 

him. In short, there, he was not treated well. 

6  Why couldn't he do well at school? 

He could not do well at school because he was not treated well at his uncle’s home. His aunt 

was very cruel to him. His cousins also laughed at him. This affected his performance at 

school. He was proved the most backward boy in the school. 

7  How did his aunt behave on learning about the loss of his book? 

When Phatik told his aunt that he had lost his book, she became very angry. She said that 

she could not afford to buy new books for him. She had her own family to look after. 

8  What was the immediate reason for Phatik’s departure from his uncle’s house? 

One day coming from school, Phatik had a headache and a shivering fit. He felt that he was 

going to have an attack of malaria. He feared that he might be a big trouble to his aunt. He, 

therefore, decided to leave the house. 
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Lesson – 8 (The Making of The Earth) 
1  What are planets? 

Planets are those bodies that move around the sun. They do not twinkle. For example, our 

earth is a planet. Jupiter is the biggest planet in the solar system. 

2  Define solar-system. 

Solar means belonging to the sun. The sun is the father of all the planets. The sun and the 

planets with their satelites form a happy family. This family is called the solar – system. 

3  How can you distinguish between planets and the stars? 

The planets are smaller than the stars. Planets are nearer to us than stars. Stars twinkle but 

planets do not twinkle. Stars shine of themselves because they are very hot and burning like 

our sun. But planets only shine because they get the light of the sun. 

4  Why do the stars twinkle? 

The real stars are like our sun. They are very hot and burning. They seem to be twinkling 

because their rays pass through the different layers of atmosphere. 

5  How was the earth formed? 

Long long ago the earth and all the planets were part of the sun. Somehow little bits of the 

sun got loose and they shot out into the air. But they could not wholly get rid of their father, 

the sun, and they kept moving round the sun. In this way our earth also shot out from the 

sun. 

6  How were oceans and seas formed? 

When the earth cooled all the water vapour in the air condensed into water and probably 

came down as rain. All the water filled the great hollows in the earth. As a result, great ocean 

and seas were formed. 

Lesson – 9 (The Rule of the Road) 
1  Why was the stout old lady walking down the middle of a road? 

The stout old lady was walking down the middle of a road because she thought that she had 

liberty to walk wherever she liked. 

2  What does the policeman at Picadilly Circus symbolize? 

He is the symbol of liberty. He puts a little check on our liberty so that everyone can go 

safely on the road. 

3  What is the basis of social contract? 

The basis of social contract is to give due consideration for the rights or feelings of others. 

So, we should show due consideration for the feelings and rights of others. Only then, we 

can maintain a social harmony. 

4  ‘We should be a judicious mixture of both.’ What does the writer mean by his statement? 

The author tells us the importance of rights and responsibilities in social life. He tells us that 

the rights of an individual end where the rights of another begin. It is right that we have some 

rights. But we have no rights to disturb the freedom of others. It is a social mixture of both. 
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Lesson – 10 (The Merchant of Venice) 
1  How was Portia dressed and on whose recommendation did she come to the court? 

Portia dressed like a Doctor of Law. Dr. Bellario had recommended her name to come to the 

court. 

2  What is the suit between Shylock and Antonio? 

Once Antonio borrows some money from him. He promises to pay it back in three months. 

He signs a bond that in case he failed to do it, Shylock would be entitled to a pound of flesh 

from any part near the Antonio’s heart. Unluckily, he suffers a great loss in business and is 

brought to the court. 

3  What does Shylock want? 

Shylock wants to have a pound of flesh from any part near the Antonio’s heart. In real, he 

wants to have his life. He wants to see him dead. He turns down all appeals for mercy. 

4  Why does Portia want the Jew to show mercy? 

Antonio is the person who is ready to sacrifice his life for Bassanio, the husband of Portia. 

But Portia wants to save his life. She, therefore, appeals Shylock to show mercy to Antonio. 

5  What does Bassanio offer the Jew? 

Bassanio offers the Jew twice the money Antonio borrowed from him. He says that if he is 

not satisfied yet, he is ready to pay even ten times more money. 

6  Why does Shylock call Balthazar (Portia) a Daniel? 

Portia says that bond is legal. She says that Shylock has the right to cut one pound of 

Antonio’s flesh. At this, Shylock becomes happy. He calls Portia a Daniel. 

Lesson – 11 (The Grief) 
1  Why does the cabdriver Iona Potapov look quite white? 

Iona is deep in sorrow because his only son, Barin, has died. His heart is full of grief. He is 

sitting motionless in his cab. The snow is falling on him. That is why he looks quite white. 

2  Is Iona Potapov driving the cab properly? 

Iona is deep in sorrow because his only son, Barin, has died. His heart is full of grief. He, 

therefore is not able to drive his cab properly. His cab and horse rub against the passers-by. 

3  Why does he talk about it? 

Iona is deep in sorrow because his only son, Barin, has died. He wants to lighten his heart. 

He wants someone who can listen to his tale of woe. But nobody has time to listen to him. All 

ignore him. 

4  ‘Now I have only a wife and the moist ground’. What does ‘moist ground’ refer to? 

‘Moist ground’ refers to the grave of Iona’s only son, who had died recently. 

5  Is Iona able to tell the passengers how his son died? 

No, Iona is not able to tell the passengers how his son died. Nobody has time to listen to 

him. All ignore him. In the end, he tells his whole tale of woe to his dear horse and lightens 

his grief. 



        10th English (2011-12)          Govt. Senior Secondary School Arni Wala S.S.  (- 32 –) 

Lesson – 12 (Father and Sons) 
1  What were the two men talking about? 

The two men were talking about their sons. One said that his son had nothing in his head. 

He couldn’t think at all. The other man said that his son had never been a thinker. He could 

never be rich. 

2  Why couldn’t George be a doctor? 

George couldn’t be a doctor because he couldn’t think at all. And doctors have to think. 

3  What did Harry say about Vernon? 

Harry said that his son had never been a thinker. He could never be rich. He would be poor 

all his life. 

4  What did both the fathers conclude at last? 

Both the father concluded at last that their sons couldn’t think at all. They were foolish. 

5  What did both the sons conclude at last? 

Both the sons concluded that their fathers had no brain to think properly. They did not even 

try to think. 
 

Main Course Book 
Long answer type Questions (30-50 words) 

Lesson 6 
(Some Glimpses of Ancient Indians Thoughts and Practices) 

1.  Why, according to the author, should those people be ashamed of themselves who believe 

in female foeticide?  

or 

2.  What is the basic difference between the position of women in society in 

the ancient time and now? 

The author tells us in this chapter about the glory of past India. The history of this great land 

is, full of rich culture and thoughts. He says that the history of India is full of such examples 

as prove that woman was highly respected in ancient India, She was highly considered a 

devi, a kanjak and the mother of mankind. She was considered the inseparable but equal 

wheel of the chariot of life. She was never looked upon as an object of lust or sex. No 

function was considered to be hold without her presence. But now a day some people 

believe in female foeticide. She is regarded as an object of lust or sex. She is being killed for 

dowry. She is not given due respect in the society. The author says that they should learn a 

lesson from the history. This is enough to put to shame those people who believe in female 

foeticide. 

3  What does the practice of 'langar' stand for explain? 

The elder ones of this country consider it a divine and blessed duty to feed the birds flying in 

the sky, the animal moving about on this earth and the insects living in  small holes inside 
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the earth. This noble tradition proves the fact that the people of the country consider the 

entire universe as a family. The tradition of langar gives the message that we should eat only 

after we have shared our meals with others. This idea of distribution applies not to food only; 

it extends up to the entire resources and funds also that are available to man. 

Lesson – 7 (Home Coming) 

1  How does Phatik feel when he is at Calcutta? 

Phatik feels like a fish out of water when he is at Calcutta. His aunt does not like him. She 

considers him a heap of troubles. His cousins also laugh at him. He has no friend there. 

There is no one who may play with him. He is proved the most backward boy in the school. 

The teacher canes him daily. Now the memories of his village haunt him. He feels home sick 

and wants to go back. He is a young boy of fourteen who longs for love and affection. In 

short, what with scolding and chiding, he becomes very much like a stray dog that has lost 

its master. 

2  Give a pen-portrait of Phatik: 

Phatik was a young boy of fourteen. He was the ring leader amongst the boys of the village. 

He was fond of playing tricks on others. He was very naughty. His mother considered him 

lazy, disobedient and wild. She told her brother that Phatik was a never-ending trouble for 

her. She did not like his ways. So she sent him Calcutta with his uncle. But there, he was not 

treated well. His aunt was very cruel to him. She called him a clumsy and country lout. He 

felt like a fish out of water. His cousins jeered and insulted him. In short, he ran away from 

there to go to his village 

3  Describe the quarrel between Phatik and Makhan. 

Phatik and his friends wanted to roll the log away from its place. They thought that the owner 

of the log would be angry and they would all enjoy the fun. But just as the fun was about to 

begin, Makhan, Pahtik’s younger brother came and sat down on the log. They were puzzled 

for a moment. They told him to get up but he refused to move away from there. Then Phatik 

ordered his friends to roll the log and Makhan over together. Makhan fell down on the ground 

and felt insulted. He rushed at Phatik, scratched his face, beat him and kicked him and then 

went home crying. 

Lesson-8 (The making on the Earth) 

1  Write a short note of about 100 words on the making of the earth. 

Long long ago the earth and all the planets were part of the sun. Somehow little bits of the 

sun got loose and they shot out into the air. But they could not wholly get rid of their father, 

the sun. and they kept moving round the sun. in this way our earth also shot out from the 

sun. at that time, it was very hot as the sun. but as it was very much  smaller than the sun, it 

started to cool. It took a long time over it. When the earth cooled all the water vapour in the 

air condensed into water and probably came down as rain. All the water filled the great 
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hollows in the earth. As a result, great ocean and seas were formed. And very slowly it 

became possible for living things to exit on it. 

Lesson-9 (The Rule of the Road) 
1  What is the theme of the essay ‘The Rule of the Road’. 

The author, in this essay, discusses the important issue of rights and responsibilities in 

social life. He tells us that the rights of an individual end where the rights of another begin. It 

is right that we have some rights. But we have no rights to disturb the freedom of others. We 

should show due consideration for the feelings and rights of others. Only then, we can 

maintain a social harmony. 

2  Liberty is not a personal affair only, but a social contract’. Explain in 50-60 words. 

It is right that liberty is not a personal affair only, but a social contract. It is a compromise. In 

matters which do not touch anybody else’s liberty, we may be as free as we like. No one will 

have any objection to it. But we should not do so at the cost of other’s liberty. We have no 

right to break the social order and harmony for the sake of our freedom. We should adjust 

our liberty with the liberty of other people. 

 

 

Lesson – 10 (The Merchant of Venice) 

1  Give Portia’s speech on mercy in your own words 

Portia appeals Shylock to show mercy to Antonio. She says that mercy is not shown under 

compulsion. It is like gentle rain from heaven that is always refreshing. She calls it a double 

blessing. It blesses him that gives and takes. She says that the person who is more merciful, 

is more powerful. It is shown in the hearts of kings. It is an attribute to God himself. We pray 

to God daily for mercy. And we should teach ourselves to be merciful to others from the 

same prayer. It’s a free outflow from the heart. 

2  Describe Portia’s character in your own words. 

Portia is very wise and beautiful girl. The whole play revolves round her. She is married to 

Bassanio whom she loves very much. It is proved when she comes to the court to defend 

Antonio, who is ready to sacrifice his life for Bassanio. She appears as a legal expert in 

disguise. She is able to save Antonio’s life in a very intelligent manner. Women like her, are 

rare in this world. She is an ideal wife and women. Shylock looks completely helpless before 

her wisdom. 

3  Describe Shylock’s character in your own words. 

Shylock is a Jew. He is very rich but hard-hearted and cruel. Once Antonio borrows some 

money from him. He promises to pay it back in three months. He signs a bond that in case 

he failed to do it, Shylock would be entitled to a pound of flesh from any part near the 

Antonio’s heart. Unluckily, he suffers a great loss in business and is brought to the court. 
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Now Shylock wants to have his life. He wants to see him dead. He turns down all appeals for 

mercy. But in the end, he is caught in his net. He is completely undone by Portia. 

Lesson – 11 (The Grief) 

1 Write a note on the character of Iona Potapov. 

Or 

2 Why is Iona Potapov yearning to talk about his son’s death? 

Or 

3 What is the theme of the story ‘the Grief’. 

In this story, the writer describes the life story of a poor cab driver. He is quite white and 

looks like a ghost in the twilight. He has a little horse which is also quite white and remains 

motionless. Iona is deep in sorrow because his only son, Barin, has died. His heart is full of 

grief. He wants to lighten his heart. He wants someone who can listen to his tale of woe. But 

nobody has time to listen to him. All ignore him. In the end, he tells his whole tale of woe to 

his dear horse and lightens his grief. 

 

Literature Book 
Lesson -5 

The Dying Detective 

1  Who was Mrs. Hudson? Why did she go to Watson’s house? 

Mrs. Hudson was landlady of Sherlock Holmes. She went to Watson’s house to tell him that 

his friend was seriously ill. She wanted Watson to come and save his friend’s life. 

2 Who was Victor Smith? What had happened to him and how? 

Victor Smith was the nephew of Mr. Culverton Smith. He had been murdered by Mr. Smith 

with a poisonous spring. 

Lesson -6 

The Stolen Bacillus 

1  What was the Bacteriologist experimenting on? 

The Bacteriologist was experimenting with the celebrated Bacillus of Cholera-the cholera 

germ. This species caused blue patches upon various monkeys, kitten, puppies and 

sparrows. 

2  Had the visitor seen any microbes before? How do you know? 

No, the visitor had not seen any microbes before. We know because microbes can’t be seen 

without a high-powered microscope. He had never used it before coming to the 

bacteriologist. 

3  Who knocked the door gently? What did the Bacteriologist do then? 

Minnie, the bacteriologist’s wife, knocked at the door gently. The bacteriologist went to open 

the door. 

4  Did the Bacteriologist leave the house in a hurry? Give reasons in support of your answer. 
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Yes, the bacteriologist left the house in a hurry. The bacteriologist, hatless and in carpet 

slippers, was running and waving at the man in the cab. One slipper came off but he did not 

stop. All this shows that he was in a hurry. 

5  Why did he leave the cab and look at the Bacteriologist in defiance? 

The visitor thought he would not fail at any rate. He, therefore, drank the cholera germ to 

fulfill his mission. Now he thought that there was no need to run away from the 

bacteriologist. That is why he left the cab and looked at him in defiance. 

6  Why did the Bacteriologist look relieved? 

The bacteriologist looked relieved because he knew that the anarchist had the bacillus that 

caused blue patches upon various monkeys, kitten, puppies and sparrows. He had no 

deadly cholera germ. Secondly, he had swallowed it and not mixed in the water of London. 

7  What did the new species of bacterium cause? 

The new species caused blue patches upon various monkeys, kitten, puppies and sparrows. 

But its impact on human body was still unknown. 
Lesson -7 

How much land does a man need? 

1  What did the two women discuss? Were they related to each other? 

Two women discussed the advantages of town life and village life. They were sisters. The 

elder was married to a tradesman in town and the younger was married to a peasant in the 

village. 

2  What did one woman say in defence of rural life? What was the counter- argument? 

She said that they might live roughly, but at least they were free from anxiety. On the other 

hand, her elder sister praised town life. She said that they lived comfortably, wore fine 

clothes, ate and drank good things. 

3  Pakhom met a stranger one day. Who was this stranger? What information did he give to 

Pakhom? 

 This stranger was a peasant. He had come from beyond the Volga. He told Pakhom that the 

land there was so good, that the rye sown on it grew as high as a horse. 

4 How did Pakhom manage to put together the money for buying the land? 

 He sold a colt and one half of their bees, hired out one of their sons as a labourer and took 

his advances in advance. He borrowed the rest from a brother-in-law. Thus he managed to 

put together the money for buying the land. 

5  A trader told Pakhom something about the land of Bashkirs. What was it? 

A trader told Pakhom that he was just returning from the land of Bashkirs. There was more 

land that could be got almost for nothing. The land near the land was very fertile. He himself 

had bought thirteen thousand acres of land, all for 1,000 roubles. 

6  Who were the Bashkirs? How did Pakhom make friends with them? 
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The Bashkirs were those people who lived beyond the Volga. They lived in tents. They had 

plenty of land. They were as simple as sheep. Pakhom gave presents and made friends with 

them. 

7  What is the moral of the story? 

Greed is a curse is the moral of the story. It tells us that a greedy person is never satisfied. 

The more he gets, the more he wants. One should be contented with what one has in life. 

Contentment makes life happy and peaceful. 

Lesson -8 
Return to Air 

1  Why was the boy called ‘Sausage’? 

The boy was so fat that he usually appeared to float rather than swim. That is why his friends 

called him ‘Sausage’. 

2  Why did he not like diving? 

He did not like diving because he had to take his glasses off to go into the water. Indeed, his 

eye-sight was weak and he could not see properly without his glasses. 

3  What is duck diving? How it is taught? 

Duck diving is diving into the water like a duck. One swims on the surface of water and 

suddenly up-ends oneself just like a duck. One dives down deep into the water and swims 

about a bit underwater and then comes up again. One has to pick up a brick thrown into the 

water and bring it up again. 

4  What happened to Sausage when he tried duck-diving the first time? 

Sausage had to remove his glasses for diving. He, therefore, could only see the unclear 

things. He was frightened. He thought he could not do it. His legs did not move fast. They 

were flabby.  

5  Why did the water change colours? How did it change colours? 

The water changed colours due to sun-shining. It changed from brown-black to green-brown 

and then to bright lemonade. 

6  What did he dig out? Did he know what he had caught hold of when he was inside the 

water? Why? 

 He dug out an old tin box with no paint left on it. It was full of mud. He did not know what he 

had caught hold of because he could not see properly without his glasses in the water. 

Lesson -9 
Terry’s Tree 

1  Why did the boys take Terry to the plantation? 

Terry had not seen a Christmas tree growing. So his brother and his friends decided to show 

him one. The boys, therefore, took Terry to the plantation where a number of Christmas 

trees were growing. 

2  Why did the boys go to see the trees again? 



        10th English (2011-12)          Govt. Senior Secondary School Arni Wala S.S.  (- 38 –) 

Terry wanted to go to look at the trees again. He wanted to choose one tree for himself. He 

also wanted to hang a silver coloured ball on the tree. That is why the boys went to see the 

trees again. 

3  What did Terry take with him to tie on the tree? Who gave it to him? 

Terry took a glass ball all silver with red and blue flowers on it with him to tie on the tree. His 

sister Sandra gave it to him. 

4  Who were the two men who saw the boys near the trees? What did they think of the boys? 

The two men who saw the boys near the trees were Mr. Bosworth and a policeman. They 

thought that the boys had stolen the Christmas trees from the plantation. 

5  Why did the policeman want to please Terry? What did he say to Terry? 

Terry was crying bitterly as his Christmas tree was stolen from the plantation. That is why 

the policeman wanted to please him. He told Terry that he knew the place where his tree 

was. 

6  Was Terry a confident child? Give examples to prove your point? 

No doubt, Terry was a confident child. It was proved when he did not mind the sleet and cold 

while going out. Since he was so eager to go, he would not even notice the cold. 

Lesson -10 
The Unexpected 

1 Where did Mrs. Parker live? Who else lived with her? 

Mrs. Parker lived in a cottage at Dartmoor. Nobody lived with her. Her lonely cottage was 

near the prison. 

2 Who brought the news of the escape of the convicts? 

 Tom and Alec brought the news of the escape of the convicts. 

3  How did the convicts escape the prison? 

The convicts got away from a working gang, when the mist came on so suddenly. The police 

went here and there in search of them. 

4  Who was Joe? Why did he come to Mrs. Parker’s house? or 

5 Why did Joe Suspect Mrs. Parker? Or 

6 Why did he want to catch the convicts? 

Joe was the relative of the constable of the village. He was a young boy who wanted to join 

the police. He, therefore, wanted to help the police to catch the escaped convicts. He came 

to Mrs. Parker’s house because he suspected her and wanted to ask a few questions. 

7  What did Mrs. Parker reveal to Alec and Tom? 

Mrs. Parker revealed to Alec and Tom that her name was Mrs. Felton. She told that her son, 

Roger Felton, was convicted and sentenced to three years imprisonment. He was suspected 

to forging the cheque. But he was innocent of that crime. She wanted to help him escape. 

8  Who was actually the second convict? How did he manage to look like a warder? 
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The second convict was actually Roger Felton, Mrs. Parker’s son. He had escaped from the 

prison and was hiding behind a big stone. Then he overpowered a warder. He changed his 

clothes with him. Thus he managed to look like a warder. 

9  Was Mrs. Parker a part of the plan? How do you know? 

Yes, Mrs. Parker was also a part of the plan. She knew that her son was disguised as a 

warder. But she remained silent and told nothing to anybody. She also helped the both 

convicts escape. 

 

Poetry Section 

4. THE TABLES TURNED 

(William Wordsworth) 

Summary: In this poem, the poet advises us to turn to nature for peace, happiness and 

inspiration. He asks us to leave the dull and dry world of books because man-made world is 

artificial. We should enjoy the beauties that nature has created for us. In the evening, the setting sun 

fills the fields with its golden light. He asks us to listen to sweet song of linnet bird which has more 

wisdom in it than the books. It seems to be preaching us. 

The poet advises us to adopt nature as our teacher. It will enable us to see into the reality of 

things. Nature has a wealth of wisdom. He believes that even one inspiration from nature can teach 

us more about man and about evil and good than all the sages of the world. 

Central Idea: In this poem, the poet wants us to turn away from the world that we have 

created around us. He asks us to leave the dull and dry world of books and go back to the lap of 

nature if we want to gain true knowledge. He says that nature is a better teacher than books. It will 

enable us to see into the reality of things. We get no pleasure when we study them. But the 

knowledge given by nature is sweet. In short, we must accept nature as our spiritual teacher. 

 
5. THE BALLAD OF SIR PARTAB SINGH 

(Sir Henry Newbolt) 

Summary/Main Idea: The poem exposes and attacks the tyranny of the caste system in 

India. The poet believes that a man’s caste is determined not by his birth, but his actions. All men 

are equal in the eyes of God. Men of noble heart belong to one caste. Humanity is the only true 

caste. Sir Partab Singh, the king of Jodhpore, proves this point clearly. He had an English friend 

who died suddenly. There were only the three more English to carry his friend’s bier.  He himself 

wanted to carry the bier. The priests warned him to lose his caste by carrying the bier. But he did 

not care for the warning. He said his caste was immortal. It was the caste of a true soldier. 
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6. RAZIA, THE TIGRESS 

(Keki N Daruwalla) 

Summary/theme/main idea: In this poem, the poet tries to show that our natural 

resources are depleting. Man has harmed the wild life and environment by cutting down the forests. 

Wild life is on the verge of extinction. That is why Razia, the tigress is worried about her young cubs. 

Sheru was her mate who is no more now. She can’t leave her cubs alone. She fears that they, like 

many other tiger cubs, are in danger of being poached and killed. 
 

7. WHERE THE MIND IS WITHOUT FEAR 

(Rabindranath Tagore) 

CENTRAL IDEA OF THE POEM 

The poet prays to God to turn his country into a heaven of freedom. He prays that his countrymen 

should give up all that is evil. The human mind should progress steadily. Only then his country can 

gain freedom in a real sense of word. 

 

SUMMARY 

In this poem Rabindernath Tagore makes a prayer to God to turn his country into a heaven of 

freedom. He wants his country to be free from all evils. The poet prays his Countrymen should be 

fearless. They should be brave and courageous. They should have no fear in their minds. They 

should be honorable. They should be able to hold their hear heads high with honor. They should do 

nothing that is mean or low. The Poet wants his country to be a place where knowledge is free. It 

should be a place where people live in love and unity. They should not be divided by the narrow 

considerations of caste and creed. It should be a casteless society. People should love truth. Their 

words should spring from depth of their hearts. They should be truthful in their thoughts and actions 

truth should be their only guide. The poet prays that his countrymen should strive towards 

perfection. They should become ideal human beings. They should give up all that is evil and imbibe 

all that is good. They should be guided by reason. They should not be led astray by dead habits and 

useless customs. They should give up harmless customs. The poet prays that his countrymen 

should become broad-minded. They should not be narrow-minded. They should be generous in 

their thoughts and actions. The stream of their thoughts should be ever widening. Thus the poet 

earnestly prays to God to show light to his countrymen. He prays that God should help his 

countrymen to transform their land into a heaven of freedom. 
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Govt. Senior Secondary School Arni Wala S. S. 

Class Test - 10th English 
Name ____________           Grammar in use    M.M. 20 
 
One word for many :- 

1. something that can be heard :- a) edible b) audible 

2. one who does not believe in God :- a) theist b) atheist 

3. that which can be broken easily :- a) bigamy b) brittle 

4. the art of beautiful writing :-  a) calligraphy b) extempore 

5. one who eats human flesh :-  a) glutton b) cannibal 

6. one who never dies :-   a) mortal b) immortal 

7. things that must happen :-  a) incorrigible b) inevitable 

8. one who can read and write :-  a) literate b) illiterate 

9. Liable to catch fire easily :-  a) flammable  b) inflammable 

10. that which ends in death :-  a) fatal  b) invincible 

11. a speech made without preparation:- a) extempore b) mob 

12. government by the officials:-  a) autocracy b) bureaucracy 

Correction :- 

1. Sita is fond of _____________ a) vegetable b) vegetables 

2. These __________ are mine.  a) cattle b) cattles 

3. _____ book do you like the most? a) what  b) which 

4. You are my ________ friend.  a) deer  b) dear 

5. A snake _________ her.  a) cut  b) bit 

6. He _________ a speech.  a) made b) gave 

7. I requested him ________ me. a) help  b) to help 

8. Work hard lest you _______ fail. a) may not b) should 

9. She can’t help _________.  a) to laugh b) laughing 

10. I enjoy ____________ hockey. a) to play b) playing 

11. He is very ___________.  a) beautiful b) handsome 

12. He wore a red shirt ___ his coat. a) in  b) under 
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Change the Narration: 

1. He said to me, “What is your name?” __________________________________________ 

2. He requested me to help him. ________________________________________________ 

3. He will say, “I don’t know you.” _____________________________________________ 

4. The peon said, “I want leave for two days.” _____________________________________ 

5. He said to me, “I will never forget you”. _______________________________________ 

6. He said to me, “Do you like mangoes?” ________________________________________ 

7. My father said to me, “Work hard”. ___________________________________________ 

8. I said to him, “Don’t make a noise”. __________________________________________ 

9. My friend said, “Let’s sit in the sun.” __________________________________________ 

10. She said, “What a lovely scene!”. _____________________________________________ 

11. He said to me, “What is your name?” __________________________________ 

12. He requested me to help him. _________________________________________ 

13. He said to me, “Do you work hard?” __________________________________ 

14. Ram said, “Let’s read the book”. ______________________________________ 

15. The teacher says, ”I am on leave. _______________________________________. 
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Pre – Board Examination Revision Test 

Section – D (Grammar)    25 Marks 

Correction: 

1. She had left yesterday  ________________________________________________ 

2. She had been born in 1980 ________________________________________________ 

3. I lived in Chandigarh since 2001. __________________________________________ 

4. Tagore  ________________ (write) a number of poems. 

5. The school bell ________________ (ring) at 9.00 a.m everyday. 

Identify the Principal Clauses:- 

1. I know where he lives.   ___________________________________ 

2. It is said that honesty is the best policy. ___________________________________ 

3. Can you tell me who won the match?  ___________________________________ 

4. Wait here till I return.    ___________________________________ 

5. Go whence you came.    ___________________________________ 

6. You cannot succeed unless you work hard. ___________________________________ 

7. He is taller than his younger brother.  ___________________________________ 

8. He who has no enemy has no friends. ___________________________________ 

9. He who loves the poor is loved by God. ___________________________________ 

10. He is so weak that he can not move.  ___________________________________ 

Identify and Name the Subordinate Clauses:- 

1. Life is what we make it.   ___________________________________ 

2. Ask him if the dinner is ready.  ___________________________________ 

3. All that glitters is not gold.   ___________________________________ 

4. People who live in glass houses should not throw stones at others. _________________ 

5. Where there is a will, there is a way.  ___________________________________ 

6. Do as you please.    ___________________________________ 

7. Though he is poor, he is honest.  ___________________________________ 

8. When the cat is away, the mice will play. ___________________________________ 

9. Whatever is done is done.   ___________________________________ 

10. The moment which is lost is lost for ever. ___________________________________ 
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Govt. Senior Secondary School Arni Wala S. S. 

Revision Test Series for Class 10th 

Name ___________________ Roll No. ________ M.M. 15 

Punctuate the following sentences :  

1. my sister is an ma b ed.  

2. he asked me why I was crying.  

3. tibet the roof of the world is an old land.  

4. kashmir the switzerland of india is very beautiful.  

5. she is an american she a dutch.  

6. she is a phd student.  

7. I would rather die she said than beg.  

8. long live the president.  

9. if you go to agra do vi sit the taj mahal.  

10. how stupid I have been said karan  

11. he studies in hindu college.  

12. no smoking in this compartment said the ticket collector.  

13. the teacher said students do not make a noise.  

14. the ramayana is a sacred book of the hindus.  

15. portia is the heroine of shakespeares merchant of venice. 
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Read the following telephonic conversation. 

Neeraj  : Hello! Is it 240702? 

Priyanka : Yes. 

Neeraj  : I'm Neeraj. May I speak to Harinder, please? 

Priyanka : She has gone to market and won't be back till 9 o' clock. 

Neeraj : Please tell her that she is invited to my birthday party on 15th Dec. at 6 p.m. at my 

house. 

Priyanka : I'll convey your message. 

Neeraj  : Thank you. 

 

Priyanka writes the message for Harinder as she has to go to school. write the massege on her behalf. 

 

 

MESSAGE 

________________                                                                                       ____________________ 

 

_____________ 

_______________ rang up to invite you for her _______________________________ on ________ 

at _____________________________________. 

____________________ 

 

 

Read the following telephonic conversation. 

Shekhar : Hello! Is that Ravinder? 

Sapna  : Its Sapna speaking. Ravinder is not at home at the moment. What is the matter? 

Shekhar : We had planned to see ‘Krrish’ running at Arora Palace today evening. Please tell 

him to wait for me at the main gate 

Sapna  : Don’t worry. I shall leave a message for him. 

Shekhar : Thank you Sapna. Bye. 

Sapna has to go to market and he will not be able to meet Ravinder. Write a message on his 

behalf. 
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Good Luck !!!
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The ABC’s of Happiness 

 Aspire to reach your potential. 

 Believe in yourself. 

 Create a good life. 

 Dream about what you might become. 

 Exercise frequently. 

 Forgive honest mistakes. 

 Glorify the creative spirit. 

 Humor yourself and others. 

 Imagine great things. 

 Joyfully live each day. 

 Kindly help others. 

 Love one another. 

 Meditate daily. 

 Nurture the environment. 

 Organize for harmonious activities. 

 Praise performance well done. 

 Question most things. 

 Regulate your own behavior. 

 Smile often. 

 Think rationally. 

 Understand yourself. 

 Value life. 

 Work for the common good. 

 X-ray and carefully examine problems. 

 Yearn to improve. 

 Zestfully pursue happiness. 
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uzrh f;js, y[Fjkbh ns/ soZeh bJh e[ZM fB:w 

1) ;t/o/ ibdh T[m' ns/ oks ~ ibdh ;'It'. 

2) fdB dh F[o{nks wksk fgsk ns/ p}[orK ~ gqDkw eoe/ eo'. 

3) nkgD/ Foho ~ szdo[;s oZyD bJh ;?o, e;os ns/ :'r$gqkDk:kw eo'. 

4) gfotko ftZu y[FB[wk wkj"b pDkUD bJh :sB eo'. 

5) d{;fonK Bkb nfijk ftjko eo', fij' fijk s[;hI ukj[zd/ j' fe d{;o/ s[jkv/ Bkb eoB. 

6) T[Bk jh ykU fizBk Foho bJh }o{oh j?, Bk fe T[Bk fizBk fYZv ftZu ;wk ;e/. 

7) fe;/ ftnesh dh fBzfdnk, u[rbh ns/ Jhoyk Bk eo'. 

8) nkgDh skes, p[ZXh ns/ XB-d"bs dk xwzv Bk eo'. 

9) i' ezw s[;hI nZi eo ;ed/ j' T[;~ eZbQ T[go Bk SZv'. 

10) fiZE'I sZe j' ;e/ ;Zu ej' ns/ ;ZukJh dk ;kE fdU. 

11) XB dh BK sK p/edoh eo' ns/ Bk jh d[otos'I. 

12) e'Jh nfijk ezw Bk eo' i' wkB wfonkdk d/ fto[ZX j't/. 

13) nkgDh eoBh ns/ eEBh ~ fJZe eoB dk :sB eo'. 

14) eq'X neb ~ yk iKdk j?, fJ; bJh eq'X eoB s'I goj/} eo'. 

15) BFk ihtB bJh xkse j?, fe;/ th BF/ dk ;/tB Bk eo'. 

16) i/eo e'Jh rbsh j' ikt/ sK w[nkch wzrD ftu Fow$d/oh Bk eo'. 

17) rohp, ngkj} ns/ ew}'o ftnesh dh jw/Fk ;jkfJsk eo'. 

18) pZfunK ~ uzrh ;zgsh Bkb'I uzr/ ;z;eko d/D/ finkdk T[sZw jB. 

19) ;ops dk Gbk wzrd/ j'J/ nkgDk ezw g{oh fwjBs, fJwkBdkoh ns/ brB Bkb eo'. 

20) T[Xko$eo}k b?D dh nkds s'I pu', i/eo pj[s }o{oh j't/ sK nkgDh j?;hns d/ 

w[skpe eo}k bU. 

21) w[;hps ed/ d; e/ BjhI nkT[Idh, nfij/ ;w/I bJh e[ZM d';s }o{o pDkU ns/ e[ZM XB 

i'V e/ oZy'. 

22) jZ;D ihtB bJh pj[s }o{oh j?, N?bhft}B dk fJ;s/wkb jZ;D bJh ns/ frnkB d/ 

tkX/ bJh eo'. 

23) pj[shnK fJZSktK d[ZyK ~ iBw fdzdhnK jB, fJ; bJh nkgDhnK fJZSktK ns/ }o{osK ~ 

xNkUD dk :sB eo'. 

24) oZp d/ GkD/ ~ wzBd/ j'J/ jo t/b/ gq;zB fus ofj e/ oZp dk F[eokBk eo'. 


